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Register today for the Cultivating Generous Congregations virtual 
seminar series. The deadline is September 5, 2023. More details below. 


From the Conference Minister 
by Rev. Kim Wood, Conference Minister 


Before | formed you in the womb | knew you, and before 
you were born | consecrated you; | appointed you a 
prophet to the nations. (Jeremiah 1:5, NRSV) 


Last month, the Southeast Conference Board of 
Directors met on Zoom for our fall retreat. As we 
began our time together, our opening meditation, 
from | Am Fortune-Ate by Rev. Darryl R. Peebles, 
began with this cookie fortune: “Little brooks make 
great rivers.” 


Rev. Peebles tells a story about how, as a small child, he would venture to a 
creek near his family home. As he grew older, he learned that the small 
creek fed into the Chattahoochee River. As an adult, his curiosity led him to 
use Google Earth and other technology to explore the intricate network of 
waterways that laces across the globe, tiny fingers of water feeding into 
bigger ones and even bigger ones still...little brooks merging, connecting to 
another flowing body of water until several have come together, spilling 
one into another. Out of these small trickles of water, God has formed 
great, life-giving rivers. 


Like the many brooks and creeks that feed and nurture God's amazing 
Creation, God has created each of us, individuals with unique gifts and 
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talents to accomplish tasks and affect change and voices to speak up and 
speak out. Each of us is an adventure unto ourselves. However, when we 
connect, when we share our resources, when we bring our voices together 
as one voice, when we flow together to create a bigger stream, we are no 
longer limited by our individuality, Instead we are gifted with the 
opportunity to be part of a beautiful, interconnected system that turns into 
a powerful and life-giving river called the United Church of Christ. 


| wonder what it would look like if we could take an arial view of the 
Southeast Conference, UCC. I’m not talking about simply mapping our local 
congregations and ministry settings to see where we are located. How 
would the Southeast Conference appear from above if each of us were 
those tiny brooks, those small creeks? Would we look like the beautiful web 
of interconnected waterways that come together to form mighty rivers? Or 
would we appear as lone pools of water, isolated and limited? 


Where are we connecting? How are we coming together? And what holds us 
back from opening the flood gates of God's amazing love for a world that is 
thirsting for it? Like the waters that run wider and deeper as they flow into 
one another, the combined momentum of our individual abilities and 
ministries can have significant impact, to make a marked difference. 
Together, we are capable of sharing God's love in life-changing ways. God 
has given each of us what we need to live out the Gospel of Jesus Christ in 
this world. And God has called us into beloved community as the Southeast 
Conference of the United Church of Christ that those gifts might flow 
together in powerful ways. May it be so! 
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Where’s the Conference Staff? 


Can you find the Southeast Conference staff? Take a moment to catch 
some of the highlights of where we've been and where we're going. 


Recently 


e August 20°. Rev. Fosburgh preached at the United Church in 
Huntsville, AL. 


e August 26". Revs. Fosburgh and Wood joined the Commission on 
Ministry and Virginia Highland Church as we ordained Candace 
Rowell. 
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Looking Ahead 


e August 30°-September 7*"- Rev. Fosburgh Vacation 


e September 16" - Rev. Wood will be the guest speaker at the Nashville 
UCC churches’ Upper Room UCC Fellowship at Brookmeade 
Congregational Church. 

e October 8-11 - Rev. Wood will be at the Retired Servants Retreat, 
held in partnership annually with the Southern Conference, UCC at 
Blowing Rock Conference Center in Blowing Rock, NC. 

© October 12¢h-15' - Rev. Wood to attend the Florida Conference 
Annual Gathering 

© October 19th-22"4 - Rev. Wood will attend the United Church of Christ 
Board of Directors Meeting and the Service of Installation of Rev. Dr. 
Karen Georgia Thompson as General Minister and President of the 
UCC, both to be held in Cleveland, OH. 

e October 22"- Rev. Fosburgh will celebrate with RIM Fellowship UCC in 
Atlanta for their 15" Anniversary. 

° November 279-6" ~ Rev. Wood Vacation (tent.) 

e November 28*- December 15 - Rev. Fosburgh will gather with the 
Alliance of Associate Conference Ministers for their retreat in Phoenix, 
AZ. 

° November 30" - Rev. Wood will lead training program at Back Bay 
Mission 

e December 117-15" - Rev. Wood to attend the UCC Council of 
Conference Ministers Annual Retreat in Tuscon, AZ. 


Disaster Ministry News 


Hurricane Idalia struck Florida, Georgia, and South Carolina on August 
30th. While damage is still be assessed, initial reports indicate that 
congregations in the Southeast Conference did not sustain major damage. 
The Conference is working with our local congregations in communities 
that were severely impacted, as well as with the Georgia and South Carolina 
VOADs (Voluntary Organizations Active in Disasters). We will continue to 
Share information regarding needs for donations and volunteers as it 
becomes available. 


Maui continues to be in the early phases of search and response after the 
fires that devastated the island in August. Donations to support response 
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and recovery efforts can be made through the United Church of Christ 


wildfires. 


Bolivar County, MS continues with recovery efforts from the 2021 floods. 
The Southeast Conference is working with the Bolivar County Long-Term 
Recovery Group to provide funding and volunteers for final projects on four 
homes that were severely damaged. Donations to assist in returning 
residents to their homes can be made to the Southeast Conference on our 
website at SECUCC.org, or by sending a check to P.O. Box 1950, Decatur, GA 
30031. Please be sure to specify that the purpose of your gift. 


If you are interested in being part of the Southeast Conference Disaster 
Ministry Team, please contact Rev. Kim Wood at kwood@secucc.org. 


Community 


Prayer List 


We are continuing the process of praying for authorized ministers, 
congregations, and ministry groups throughout 2023. We encourage you to 
include these prayer requests in your local church newsletter, share them 
with your prayer circle, and include them in your own prayers. 


Week of September 3 


Community Congregational UCC; Montgomery, Alabama 
Michelle Calderon 

Michelle Holtmann 

Benjamin Rose 

Herbert Turner 

Anita Louise Hauenstein 
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Week of September 10 


Oak Grove Congregational Christian; Pine Mountain, Georgia 
Pamela Canzater 

Richard Barnham 

Wayde Washburn 

Ginnie Ferrell 


Holding in Prayer 


We hold our Southeast Conference Generosity Coordinator Carrole Moss in 
prayer as she recovers from a recent hospital stay. 


Churches in Transition 


First Congregational, Savannah GA; Trinity Congregational, Athens AL; Holy 
Trinity Community Church, Nashville TN; Deer Lodge Congregational 
Church, Deer Lodge TN; Brookmeade Congregational, Nashville TN; Rush 
Memorial, Atlanta GA; First Congregational Christian, Montgomery AL; Open 
Table UCC, Mobile AL; Howard Congregational, Nashville TN; Community 
Congregational, Montgomery AL. 


This Month in SEC History: September 1966 


A large number of churches have come and gone through the Southeast 
Conference's doors throughout its nearly 58-year existence, most in the 
latter category. But the SEC has made tremendous efforts to establish new 
churches, and its first official effort kicked off just eight months after its 
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began operations, in September 1966. In that month, the Bonanza United 
Church of Christ in Jonesboro, Georgia, 20 miles due south of Atlanta, was 
born when its pastor, the Rev. Floyd Carmack, moved with his family to a 
parsonage and a steering committee of Atlanta-area clergy and laypeople, 
including Conference Minister William Andes, began work. 


The October 1966 Southeast News reported the following: "Mr. Carmack 
reported calls he had made on about fifty families in the community, 
finding much interest in the establishment of a church there ... The 
possibility of obtaining hymnals from another church, and the need of a 
piano, typewriter, chairs, materials for Sunday School, and teachers was 
discussed. The beginning date for church worship service was set as 
Sunday, November 6th." 


By the end of the decade, well over 100 people were involved with the 
congregation, and it joined the now-defunct Georgia-South Carolina 
Association in 1968. After years of meeting in temporary quarters, Bonanza 
UCC, which took its name from the subdivision of its location which in turn 
was probably named after a popular television program of that time, 
constructed a building in 1974. In 1986, the church changed its name to 
Trinity UCC. For several more years, it remained active in Association and 
Conference affairs, such as hosting the 1983 Annual Conference Meeting. 


Things changed, however, in the 1990s when Carmack retired after a 30- 
year pastorate. As might be expected, a loss of direction set in, and a series 
of non-UCC ordinands and licensed ministers led the congregation into 
alternative theological directions, particularly toward charismatic worship. 
This occurred simultaneously with dramatic demographic change in the 
church's neighborhood, meaning that most if not all the original members 
had moved off or died, leaving a different constituency that the UCC 
apparently could not satisfy. In 2001, the church sadly withdrew from the 
denomination, but continues today as an independent, non- 
denominational Pentecostal congregation led by a female minister. 


In the late 1970s, two other "spoke" church starts in the suburban ring 
around Interstate 285 were attempted; only one survives today. Today, the 
legacy of Bonanza/Trinity UCC lives on in the Southeast Conference's 
determination and commission to bring an inclusive Christian message to 
corners of the South where it otherwise might never be heard. 
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Candace Rowell Ordained at Virginia-Highland Church 


On Saturday, August 26, 2023, the Virginia-Highland Church community and 
the Southeast Conference gathered in joy and gratitude to ordain Candace 
Rowell. Friends, family, and colleagues from Candace’s work at the VA 
attended and shared words and gifts. 


The Virginia-Highland church family shared with Candace a custom-made 
stole based on her final ordination paper and beautifully designed by Will 
Thomas from the congregation. It featured Tarot-card-inspired designs of 
some key spiritual figures for Candace, including Jacob the trauma witness, 
Eve the questioner, and “Salty Peaches” the disruptor. They also made a 
framed photo of Candace with words of congratulations from everyone 
present. 


The ceremony was followed by a reception, where folks were able to savor 
some delicious bites and a dessert bar that dreams are made of. The room 
was filled with warmth and celebration as we took turns toasting to 
Candace’s inspiring new chapter. 
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NEIGHBORS IN NEED 2023 
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“God saw everything God made and behold, it was very good.” Genesis 13) 


Artist: Annika Ingersoll Age: 6 Congregation: First Congregational Church, Boulder, Colgfiado j 


Neighbors in Need Campaign 
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In 2023, the Neighbors in Need “BEHOLD!” theme continues. This year’s 
focus is on environmental justice. Plastics, electronics, and other non- 
compostable wastes are being shipped across, and even tossed into, our 
waterways, launched into space, as well as buried in landfills. As people of 
faith, we believe these egregious acts are sinful and unholy. We must be 
better stewards of our planet! 


Please join us in promoting this year’s NIN “Behold!” campaign at your 
church. 


As you may recall, one-third of the offering supports Council for American 
Indian Ministry (CAIM). Two-thirds are used by Justice and Witness 
Ministries to provide grants to UCC churches and organizations as well as 
supporting a variety of justice initiatives, advocacy efforts, and direct 
service projects. 


While many of our churches collect the offering on October 1, 2023, as part 
of World Communion Sunday, contributions to this offering can be 
collected on any Sunday during the calendar year. We thank you for your 
support and generosity. 
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and President 
-Rev.Dr. 

Karen Georgia 
A. Thompson 


SLakewood Cong. Church UCC, 
Lakewood, OH 


Friday, October 20, 2023 
at5PMET 


In-person and virtual 


https://us17.campaign-archive.com/?u=01d4c5139f7be9d4d4ff4c6 3a&id=8c11c7320f Page 10 of 16 


SECUCC Conference Connection: September 1, 2023 9/29/23, 4:41PM 


CULTIVATING GE 
LO 


NGRE 


UNITED CHURCH 
) OF CHRIST 


in partnership with 


Lake Institute 


ON FAITH & GIVING 


The SECUCC Stewardship and Finance Committee 
Invites YOU to a Valuable Webinar 


The CGC Seminar for pastors and leaders offers an opportunity to explore 
faithful, practical, and tested ways to promote generosity in our 
congregations. Be sure to recruit at least a team of two for this program. 
Changing the culture of your congregation requires more than one 
dedicated leader. 


Session 1: Generosity in Context - learning more about what’s 
happening in the broader landscape of giving, volunteering, religious 
attendance, and engagement. 

Session 2: Theology of Money - engaging with our tradition and 
examining the theology that shapes the approach our congregations 
take in addressing money and giving. 

Session 3: Congregation - identifying best practices which will 
enhance the congregation's capacity to function in a way that 
cultivates generosity. 

Session 4: Leadership - developing a more-generous congregational 
culture depends on strong leadership. 

Session 5: Donors & Members - exploring different motivations and 
perspectives on giving. 

Session 6: Fundraising As Ministry - creating an implementation 
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plan specific to the congregation 


This is a virtual seminar hosted by the South Central and Southeast 
Conferences on the following Mondays: Sept. 18, Oct. 2, Oct. 16, Oct. 30, 
Nov. 13, and Nov. 27 from 7:30pm - 9:00pm Eastern (6:30 - 8pm Central). 


The registration fee is $100 (per team of two) and $50 for each additional 
team member. Please send additional questions to generosity@secucc.org. 
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Healthy Boundary Training for Retired Ministers, 
Active Clergy 


Join Rev. Char Burch on Zoom for Retired Ministers Boundary Training. This 
training will be from 1 pm to 4 pm Eastern on Wednesday, September 
27, and fulfills the Southeast Conference's Healthy Boundary Training 
Requirement for those Authorized Ministers who are retired but who are 
not Exempt. We welcome Retired Ministers from other Associations and 
Conferences but please check with your Conference/Association first to 
make sure they will accept our training for their requirement. 


You can register here: https://southeastconferenceunitedchurchofchrist- 
bloom.kindful.com/e/retired-boundary-training-online-offering 


If you need to take Boundary Training this year, but our trainings do not fit 
in your schedule, you are welcome to take any training offered by another 
UCC Conference or Association. The courses we are aware of are listed on 
our website. https://www.secucc.org/news-and-events/healthy-boundaries- 
workshops/ 


Please make sure you register for one of our trainings or a training offered 
by another UCC Conference if you are due for Boundary Training this year. 
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If you have not completed Boundary Training in the last 4 years (since 
2019) or applied for exempt status as a retired minister you will lose 
your UCC standing on January 1. 2024. If you are not sure if you need 
Boundary Training this year, please email hfosburgh@secucc.org to check. 


October 9 - 11, 2023 
Retired Servants Retreat 
Blowing Rock Conference Center 


Date: October 9-11 (with optional Sunday arrival) 
Theme: The Church as it Was > Is > Could Be 


Presenter: The Rev. Phiwa [pronounced PEE-wah] Langeni (D.Min.), who 
currently works at the Center for Analytics, Research & Development, and 
Data (CARDD) office as the UCC’s first Ambassador for Innovation & 
Engagement. 


Registration: Contact Jared Greer, Reservations Manager at Blowing Rock 
Conference Center @ jared@brccenter.org or by calling him at (828) 295- 
7313. 


More Details: https://www.secucc.org/news-and-events/retired-ucc- 
servants-retreat/ 
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Winter Youth Retreat at Blowing Rock Conference 
Center 


Our friends from Alethea will be joining us for a weekend of storytelling, 
experiential education, service, and of course fun in the snow on January 
12-15, 2024. Registration is now open! Join youth from across the 
Southeast for a fun experience designed to fuel their faith. 

Group Leaders, please click here to register your full group. 

Registration is open until December 1, 2023, and is $208.00 per participant. 
(Includes lodging, programming, and meals.) 


Want to test drive the cleanest cars on the road? 


Are you interested in electric vehicles but don't know where to test drive 
new EVs, learn more about their climate benefits, and talk to other current 
and prospective EV drivers? 


nationwide celebration to raise awareness of the many benefits of all- 
electric and plug-in hybrid cars, trucks, motorcycles, and more presented 
by our friends at the Sierra Club, Electric Vehicle Association, Plug In 
America, and EVHybridNoire! 


National Drive Electric Week has dozens of in-person and online events 
across the country, with new events being added daily. There's even an 


congregation. 


Click here to explore National Drive Electric Week events and more! 
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September 5 


September 5 @ 11:00 am - 12:00 pm EDT 
Clergy Conversations via Zoom 


September 12 @ 11:00 am - 12:00 pm EDT 
Clergy Conversations via Zoom 


September 14 @ 7:00 pm - 8:30 pm EDT 
Board of Directors Meeting 


September 19 @ 11:00 am - 12:00 pm EDT 
Clergy Conversations via Zoom 


September 26 @ 9:30 am - 11:00 am EDT 
Zoom Conversation for Specialized Ministers 


September 26 @ 11:00 am - 12:00 pm EDT 
Clergy Conversations via Zoom 


September 27 @ 1:00 pm - 4:00 pm EDT 
Retired Ministers Boundary Training 


View the full calendar of events online: https://www.secucc.org/events/ 


Contact Us 


Conference Minister: Rev. Kim Wood; kwood@secucc.org 


Assoc. Conf. Minister: Rev. Heather Fosburgh; hfosburgh@secucc.org 


Generosity Coordinator: Min. Carrole Moss; cmoss@secucc.org 


Director of Communications: Don Harris; dharris@secucc.org 
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